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Docket No.: 500.42888X00 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re the Application of: 
Shigeto HIRAGA et al. 
Serial No. 10/602,621 
Filed: June 25, 2003 

For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR MANAGING A DATABASE 

AND PROCESSING PROGRAM THEREFOR 

PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL 
UNDER 37 CFR S1.102(MPEP 3708.02) 

March 21, 2005 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants hereby petition the Commissioner to make the above-identified 
application special in accordance with 37 CFR §1 .102(d). Pursuant to MPEP 
§708.02(VIII), Applicants state the following. 

(A) This Petition is accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
§1 .1 7(h). The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional 
payment due, or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-1417. 

(B) All claims are directed to a single invention. If the Office determines 
that all claims are not directed to a single invention, Applicant will make an 
election without traverse as a prerequisite to the grant of special status. 

(C) A pre-examination search has been conducted. 
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The search was directed towards access restricting attributes. In 
particular, the search was directed towards a database management method 
comprising the steps of: entering a database definition request including 
identification information for specifying a database and access attribute 
information is an insert-only attribute, authorizing data insertion and access to 
data in said database; specifying at least an attribute of data update prohibition to 
said database; and disabling change of said attribute after said attribute is 
specified. 

The search of the above features was conducted in the following areas: 
Class 707, subclasses 9, 100, 101, 102, 200, 203, 205, 



(D) The following is a list of the references deemed most closely related to 
the subject matter encompassed by the claims: 

U.S. Patent Number Inventors 
6,397,228 B1 Lamburt et al. 



U.S. Patent Application Publication No. Inventor(s) 

2004/0059734 A1 Smith et al. 

2004/0139116 A1 Porter 
2004/0250098 A1 Licis 

A copy of each of these references (as well as other references uncovered 

during the search) is enclosed in an accompanying IDS. 



(E) It is submitted that the present invention is patentable over the 
references for the following reasons. 

It is submitted that the cited references, whether considered alone or in 
combination, fail to disclose or suggest the invention as claimed. In particular, 
the cited references, at a minimum, fail to disclose or suggest authorizing data 
insertion and access to data in a database, if access attribute information is an 
insert-only attribute, and/or specifying at least an attribute of data update 
prohibition to the database, and/or disabling change of the attribute after the 
attribute is specified. All of the independent claims recite at least one of these 
features or this feature, if there is only one. In particular, independent claim 1 
recites if said access attribute information is an insert-only attribute, authorizing 
data insertion and access to data in said database; specifying at least an 
attribute of data update prohibition to said database; and disabling change of 
said attribute after said attribute is specified. Independent claim 8 recites means 
for, if said database definition request is a first specification of an insert-only 
attribute, authorizing data-insertion and data access in said database and 
specifying at least a data update prohibition attribute to said database. 
Independent claim 9 recites if said access attribute information includes an 
insert-only attribute, authorizing data insertion and data access in said database 
and specifying at least data update prohibition attribute to said database; and 
disabling change of said attribute after said attribute is specified. 



The references considered most closely related to the claimed invention 
are briefly discussed below: 

U.S. Patent No. 6,397,228 (Lamburt et al.), assigned to Verizon 
Laboratories, Inc., discloses a protection or locking technique, which may be 
included in the database. Technique may prevent deletion or modification of a 
particular business listing included in the database regardless of processing 
classifications. Modifications, such as updating and deletion may be performed 
conditionally on the database (see figure 54, paragraph 45 lines 42-46). 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0058734 A1 (Smith et al.) discloses 
access grant and lock information 200, which may also include data that may 
correlate with currently granted data accesses and data access locks with 
respective portions of database data 154N that may be subject to currently 
granted data accesses and locks, and time-out periods. A value may indicate 
currently granted data access locks and respective times at which may expire 
and the time at which they have been granted. Even though this reference does 
not appear to discuss the disabling of a prohibition attribute, it does appear to 
show the setting of a prohibition attribute in respect to a database (see paragraph 
30 and 31). 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0139116 A1 (Porter) discloses a 
method for providing data entities of a database with a time dependent value for 
an attribute of the entity. Entities may be provided with a valid start and end time 



associated with value of the attribute. Updating, altering and deleting for the 
database appear to be executed using insert-only software. Non-updateable 
attributes may have only one value in X-time between insert and delete time (see 
figure 8 and paragraphs 31 , 32, 33, 34, 37, and 402). 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0250098 A1 (Licis), assigned to 
International Business Machines Corporation, discloses a security method that 
may restrict the user's update access to a subset of rows within each table of the 
table set. A system administrator may enable the opening and closing of tables 
or cells within a table by setting security flags. If a user is determined not to be 
authorized to modify a particular data row, the system then may mark the row as 
restricted and not allow it to be stored in the database. Even though this 
reference does not appear to discuss setting of prohibition attributes upon 
insertion into database, it does appear to show a method of having attributes of 
prohibition for only certain portions in a database (see paragraphs 14, 54 and 
57). 

Therefore, since the references fail to disclose authorizing data insertion 
and access to data in a database, if access attribute information is an insert-only 
attribute, and/or specifying at least an attribute of data update prohibition to the 
database, and/or disabling change of the attribute after the attribute is specified, 
it is submitted that all of the claims are patentable over the cited references. 



CONCLUSION 

Applicants have conducted what they believe to be a reasonable search, 
but make no representation that "better" or more relevant prior art does not exist. 
The Patent Office is urged to conduct its own complete search of the prior art, 
and to thoroughly examine this application in view of the prior art cited herein and 
any other prior art that the Patent Office may locate in its own independent 
search. Further, while Applicants have identified in good faith certain portions of 
each of the references listed herein in order to provide the requisite detailed 
discussion of how the claimed subject matter is patentable over the references, 
the Patent Office should not limit its review to the identified portions but rather, is 
urged to review and consider the entirety of each reference, and not to rely solely 
on the identified portions when examining this application. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants request that this Petition to Make 
Special be granted and that the application undergo the accelerated examination 
procedure set forth in MPEP 708.02 VIII. 



Respectfully submitted, 




ANGER, MALUR & BRUNDIDGE, P.C. 



Frederick D. Bailey 
Reg. No. 42,282 
(703) 684-1120 



